FICTION ADVENTURE IN PICTURES No. 


STARBL ИДЕЮ | 





„IRĄBLAZEĄ 


BENJAMIN STARR WAS A TEACHER—A MAN WHO 
KNEW NOTHING OF THE MYSTERIES OF SPACE 
TRAVEL. YET, WHEN A SIMPLE ACCIDENT BROUGHT 
HIM TO THE ATTENTION OF THE WORLD COUNCIL, 
HE FOUND HIMSELF AT THE CONTROLS OF А 
STARSHIP, PITTING HIS WITS AGAINST AN ALIEN 
COMPUTER, AND WARPING SPACE ITSELF- AND IF 
HE FAILED, EARTH WAS DOOMED TO AN ETERNAL 
HELL. 











ON BOARD WERE A GROUP OF CADETS FROM THE SPACE ACADEMY. 
Г 


DONE VERY WELL. WE'LL MAKE 


SPACERS OF YOU YET. 
y 


> 





CAPTAIN—WE'RE UNDER ATTACK. 
CONCUSSION CHARGE JUST 
DETONATED OFF THE STARBOARD, 
BOW. 


ж 














[ CADETS—TO QUARTERS.) 
Ж ACTION STATIONS! 








YOU ARE TO STAND BY TO RECEIVE 


sil 
Å WHO ARE YOU? WHAT POWER 
(DO YOU REPRESENT? а 


А BOARDING PARTY. RESISTANCE 
WILL RESULT IN YOUR COMPLETE 














THAT IS NOT YOUR CONCERN 
MERELY DO AS INSTRUCTED. 
AND YOU WILL BE ALLOWED TO 








0 


THEY HAVE FIRED—LAUNCH 
THE SHUTTLES. THEY WILL NOT 


THE SHUTTLES ARE IN POSITION. 
OUR MEN ARE STANDING BY TO 














IN THE CHAOS AND CONFUSION, NO-ONE HEARD THE CHARGES THAT BLEW THE OUTER 
AIR-LOCK DOORS. . . NO-ONE REALISED THAT THE " BLAZER ONE ~ HAD BEEN BOARDED, 
RESISTANCE MUST ВЕ MET WITH I 
DEATH, BUT THE CADETS ARE NOT TO, 





























THE CAPTAIN ORDERED HIS MEN TO PUT DOWN THEIR ARMS, 








THERE'S SOMETHING ON THIS SHIP YOU 
WANT OR YOU WOULD HAVE SIMPLY 





HIM! TAKE HIM 
К BACK TO THE SHIP. 


Mi 
4 
AC TAKE YOUR HANDS OFF ME. 1224 


DELIVER THIS TO YOUR 
WORLD COUNCIL UPON 
YOUR RETURN TO EARTH. 

MY MEN STILL HAVE YOUR 
SHIP COVERED 50 DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO IMPEDE OUR 


== THIS MESS UP UP, 
АМО SET A COURSE FOR EARTH. 
ka 








HEY!. . WHERE DID 
HE COME FROM? 











WHY DON'T YOU 
WATCH WHERE YOU'RE 
GOING? YOU SHOULD 


= — 


UT YOUR MOUTH OR I'LL KILL 
Y 


(2) 


KŻ 


REPORT THIS ACCIDENT. I'VE 
ALREADY GOT TWO MISDEMEANORS 
—ONE MORE AND I GET TWO YEARS 

ОМ A PENAL PLANET | 


























THERE MUST BE SOME MISTAKE. 
MIT ft Я 
GARRET RICE . .. ILLEGAL Овес EE 
ALCOHOL LEVEL IN BLOOD- 
STREAM. TWO PREVIOUS 
MISDEAMORS. WE'RE TAKING 
YOU IN. AS FOR YOU—STARR, 
THERE'S A SECTION 47A OUT 
ON YOU... DETAIN AND 
DELIVER—COME WITH US. 


THE WORLD COUNCIL WANIS TO 
SEE YOU AT THEIR NEW LONDON 
CHAMBER, AND THEY WANT YOU 


YESTERDAY, SO QUIT TALKING, 
AND LET'S GO. J Y 








DON'T LOOK SO WORRIED, STARR! WE'VE ASKED 
YOU HERE TO ENLIST YOUR HELP. WE'LL BRIEF 
YOU SHORTLY, BUT FIRST LET'S SEE WHAT THE 





JENJAMIN STARR. ., AGED 26... 


SINGLE . : . POSSESSES A DEGREE IN 
PHILOSOPHY, WORKS FOR THE WORLD 
EDUCATIONAL TRUST, HAS NO HISTORY OF 








BECAUSE NOBODY ELSE MUST SUSPECT WHY WE WANT 
YOU. WE PROGRAMMED АЦ DATA-PROCESSING 
COMPUTERS TO SCAN THE PERSONAL FILES OF ALL OUR 
CITIZENS IN THE SEARCH FOR SOMEONE LIKE YOU 





JOB ON OUR BEHALF BUT IS— AH — 
UNABLE TO. THEREFORE WE NEED 


THIS WHOLE BUSINESS BEGAN WHEN A 
GROUP OF ALIEN TERRORISTS ATTACKED 
ONE OF OUR SHIPS AND KIDNAP? 
PROFESSOR MORGAN'S SON 
CADET MATTHEW MORGAN. 


























б 


THE RANSOM IS А FORMULA DISCOVERED 
2222 


BY PROFESSOR MORGAN. IT IS FOR A FUEL 
WHICH 15 CAPABLE OF REGENERATING 
ITSELF. IT COULD SOLVE OUR ENERGY 
PROBLEMS FOREVER... . BUT WE CANNOT № 

SURRENDER THAT FORMULA. THOSE 44 
TERRORISTS ARE FINANCED BY THE PLANET 
MINRAUD—AS YOU KNOW, A LONG: STAN: 


ы ; 
på 















DING, 










APART FROM SUPPLYING THEM WITH THE MEANS 
TO TRAVEL ENDLESSLY THROUGHOUT THE 
GALAXY, THEY WOULD DISCOVER WHAT WE Үй 
ALREADY HAVE—THAT BY-PRODUCTS OF THE FUEL /// 
У 7 CAN BE USED ТО MANUFACTURE DEVICES Y 
CAPABLE OF DESTROYING ENTIRE PLANETS, 














= / 








THE ONLY ANSWER IS TO SNATCH 
CADET MORGAN BACK WITHOUT 
GIVING THE ALIENS PTS 


WE CANNOT EMPLOY A REGULAR AGENT 
THEY WOULDN'T GET WITHIN A MILLION 
MILES OF THE TERRORISTS. HOWEVER 
CAI MORGAN'S FATHER COULD GET RIGHT 
INSIDE THEIR HEADQUARTERS, НЕО BE TOO aa] 








PROFESSOR MORGAN HAS FLATLY WE CANNOT FORCE HIM TO WORK. IN 
REFUSED TO CONTINUE ANY OF HIS FACT WE HAVE TO TREAT HIM VERY 
HIGHLY STRATEGIC WORK FOR US GENTLY INDEED. YOU'LL SEE WHY IN A 











DON'T LOOK SO SHOCKED! 
LONG AGO | MADE PLANS THAT 
COVERED THE EVENTUALITY OF 
MY BODY DYING. MY BRAIN 
WAS REMOVED AND RUSHED TO 
THIS SPECIAL TANK, SO ГУЕ 
BEEN ABLE TO CONTINUE 


МҮ WORK. NOW YOU ALSO 
SEE WHY I CAN'T GO AND 
RESCUE MY SON. 


HOW CAN I BE YOUR DOUBLE? ..... 
YOU'RE A SCIENTIST, EXPLORER AND 
SPACER. MY KNOWLEDGE OF SCIENCE 
1$ PRACTICALLY NIL, AND I CAN'T FLY 
А STARSHIP OR ANYTHING. 





PROFESSOR MORGAN HAD THIS BUILT, BEN. 
IT'S CALLED THE SYMBIOTRONIC HELMET, WEAR 
IT AT ALL TIMES AND YOUR BRAIN WILL BE LINKED. 
TO HIS. ALL OF HIS EXPERIENCES, ALL OFF HIS 
EXPERTISE, WILL BE YOURS. < SO THERE'S NO NEED FOR FURTHER 
DELAY, 15 THERE? IF YOU START OUT 
STRAIGHTAWAY, | CAN CONTINUE 
YOUR BRIEFING VIA THE HELMET. 


HOW ARE YOU LIKING | | 
| = 


RE YOL 
IT, BEN 
а CONSIDERING THAT I HAD 
Щ TO DO THIS OR SPEND TEN 
YEARS ON A PENAL 
PLANT THANKS TO A 
TRUMPED UP TREBLE 
MISDEMEANOR—NOT 





V=" ØK 
ы DING INFO! TION TO YOU. 


IT'S AMAZING. I DON'T EVEN HAVE El 
TO THINK ABOUT WHAT ГМ DOING, BY THE WAY... IN THE 
| JUST—KNOW. J COMPARTMENT TO THE RIGHT OF THE 


Era E| HEM ARE А FEW GADGETS THAT YOU 


MIGHT FIND USEFUL 


MALFUNCTION . . . CRAFT 10% OFF COURSE 
NOW DDI I CRAFT APPROACHING. 





WHAT THE . . .!! SOME STRANGE 
FORCE DRAGGING THE SHIP 
TOWARDS THAT BLACK CRUISER 


BEN'S SHIP WAS DRAGGED BEHIND THE ALIEN CRUISER, 
UNTIL EVENTUALLY THEY REACHED A SPACE STATION. 








I WILL TALK ONLY 
TO YOUR LEADER, 





I AM RRAGG . . . AND AS YOU nå 
SEE YOUR SON IS UNHARMED. 
IF I MAY SAY SO, YOU LOOK 
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE Å SON ОР 
THAT AGE. 


HAVE YOU NEVER HEARD OF 
COSMETIC SURGERY? GET READY 
TO LEAVE, SON. 











PROFESSOR MORGAN—I COULD mo) 1 чар 


BELIEVE MY LUCK WHEN YOUR WORLD 
COUNCIL SAID THAT YOU WOULD 
PERSONALLY DELIVER THE FORMULA 


DS 





I AM NOT ENTIRELY CONVINCED YOU ARE NOT A FAKE. 
I THINK A LITTLE PROOF IS NEEDED, I'VE HAD MY COMPUTER Jane 
PREPARE SOME QUESTIONS. FIRST... IN A TRIDESIUM 
POWERED MOLECULAR TRANSMITTER, HOW LONG WOULD IT 
TAKE A TWELVE STONE MAN TO TRAVEL 4 MILLION MILES? 





VERY GOOD! ONLY A MAN SUCH AS 
MEREDITH MORGAN COULD WORK THE 
EQUATION IN THAT TIME. TO FULLY 
CONVINCE ME, ANSWER IN LESS THAN 
FIVE SECONDS—THE ROTATIONAL SPEED OF 
MELLISON 12, MINUS THE CUBE ROOT OF 
THE SURFACE TEMPERATURE OF AGNON'S 


STAR? X 





924,000,000 ... GIVE OR TAKE HALF 
MILE A SECOND OR 50. 








NOW THAT I HAVE ESTABLISHED 
THAT YOU ARE WHOM YOU CLAIM 
ТО BE, | CANNOT LET YOU GO 
OF COURSE. FROM NOW ON, IF YOU 
WANT TO KEEP YOURSELF AND YOUR 
SON ALIVE YOU WILL WORK FOR 
ME. I'LL WANT THE FUEL FORMULA 

SOON, BUT FOR THE MOMENT 


GUARD, LOCK HIM UP WITH HIS 
PRECIOUS SON. 7 








IN THE CELL— 


WELL DONE, MATTHEW. YOU 
HELPED FOOL THEM INTO 
BELIEVING THAT FM YOUR 

FATHER. MY NAME'S REALLY 


| HAVE A FEW DEVICES THAT 
SHOULD HELP. SUCH AS 
THIS ONE. IT'S Å LOCAL 


MOLECULAR FREQUENCY ДВ 
MODULATOR—BUT I 
HAVEN'T HAD THE ee 


MOLECULES IN A SMALL AREA—MAKING 
THAT AREA OF THE OBJECT THICKER AND 














YOU'RE NOT STOPPING US! 


NICE THROW, MATT. THERE'S 
Ber THE SHIP, LET'S GO. 5 





BEN AND MATT SPED AWAY FROM THE ALIEN SPACE STATION. 


WE TOOK THEM BY SURPRISE, BUT 
WE WON'T DO THAT AGAIN! УЦ HANDLE THE 
LASER CANNON, BEN. 


PILOTING ... . I'M JUST A PAIR 
OF HANDS ON THE HEIM. 





IT'S A SMALL TERRAN STARHOPPER. 
WE'RE FASTER AND MORE HEAVILY 


I'LL VAPOURISE YOU. 
NS zy 


\ 





— 


GU N 
> > ВИК veu YOU'RE NOT 
- z TRYING HARD ENOUGH: 


ABOARD THE STARHOPPER, 





I THINK THE REAL REASON 
И THEY'RE TURNING BACK IS THAT THEY 
SAW WHAT WE'VE BEEN TOO BUSY TO 
NOTICE. 





.. METEOR STORM! 


А METOR STORM WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST HAZARDS A SPACER COULD FACE 
THOUSANDS OF TONS OF ROCK RAINED DOWN ON THE STARHOPPER, WHICH SUDDENLY 


SEEMED VERY FLIMSY TO ITS NG 
| 4 ла 3 


ЕСТІ” 

8 0 
PROFESSOR ... СЕТ 9 

US OUT OF THIS. 

Р 








RIGHT, UP, DOWN — EVERYWHERE. 
pa SS 


AN 


> >, AAN 
HANG ON, WE'RE NEARLY 

Syr OUT OF IT. 7 
y UCA 


DOESN'T LOOK TOO GOOD. WE'RE HOLED NEAR 
THE MAIN REACTOR, AND LOSING POWER. IT'S 
JUST A PATCH-UP JOB, BUT WE'LL HAVE TO LAND. 
TO DO IT. CHECK OUR CO-ORDINATES, MATT. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIND SOMEPLACE FOR US TO 
SET DOWN. 





MINRAUD! ENEMY OF EARTH AND å 
THE BACKERS OF THE TERRORISTS, 2 
WHO HAD KIDNAPPED YOU. И 





JUST GOING TO RUN OUT OF POWER 
AND WE'LL DIE IN SPACE ANYWAY. 


HMMM... . STILL A LOT OF METEOR 2% = 
ACTIVITY AROUND. I WONDER . . ? 4 ГО SAY IT'S OUR ONLY 
CHANCE ТО GET PÇ 
MINRAUD'S ORB: | 
DEFENCES, 





af MATT — STAND BY ON THE AS 
GRAPPLE GEAR. WE'RE GOING TO JG 
TRY AND CATCH US A METEOR 





ROCKET POWERED GRAPPLING IRONS STREAKED TOWARDS THE METEOR AND EMBEDDED) 
THEMSELVES IN IT 


OKAY. NOW REEL US IN SO 
THAT WE'RE SITTING RIGHT 
ON TOP OF HER. 


WITH THE STARHOPPER FIRMLY ANCHORED TO THE METEOR, BEN PREPARED TO ENTER 
MINRAUD'S SPACE. y 


YOU CAN BET WE'RE BEING SCANNED 
RIGHT NOW, MATT. BUT WITH A BIT OF 
LUCK ALL THAT'S REGISTERING 15 








IF WE'RE SPOTTED THE AUTOMATIC 
DEFENCE SYSTEMS WILL VAPOURISE 











WE DONT HAVE LONG TO DO THE REPAIRS, 
MATT. THE MINRAUD AUTHORITIES ARE 


METEOR SPLIT IN TWO ON ENTRY. THEY LL 


7%-- 1 COME TO INVESTIGATE. J 


WERE UNAWARE THAT THEY WERE BEING ; 
WATCHED. aay щъ 


WHAT DO WE HAVE HERE? е 


LOOK LIKE 
EARTHIES TO ME 














WE'VE СОТ COMPANY. 








LOOK AT THEM. LIKE 
SCARED CHILDREN. > 























THE MINRAUDAN LASHED OUT AT BEN, AND THAT WAS THE SIGNAL РОЙ AFULL-SCALE BRAWL. 


WE DON'T WANT ANY TROUBLE . . 
WHY CAN'T YOU LEAVE US ALONE? 














АНАТ... THIS HELMET WILL DO JUST 
FINE. WAIT UNTIL THE GUYS IN THE 


YVE GOT TO GET IT BACK. LUCKILY THE BRAIN N 
15 ONLY ACTIVATED BY MY NEURO-WAVES, SO 
NO-ONE ELSE COULD EVER DISCOVER WHAT THE 
HELMET REALLY DOES. THEY CAN'T BE FAR AWAY 
— YOU STAY HERE AND FINISH PATCHING ЦР, 
THE SHIP, MATT. E 


ЖЕ ШІШІ my 





45 





BEN SOON CAME ACROSS A TOWNSHIP - 


THOSE ARE THE GANG'S HOVERBIKES, 
У ALRIGHT. BETTER USE ONE OF MY 





YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING THAT BELONGS ZK — a 


TO ME, AND | WANT IT BACK. >? I 





NO CHANCE, EARTHIE. JUST THINK 
YOURSELF LUCKY WE LET YOU LIVE Ж 





BEN THREW A SMALL DEVICE INTO THE CENTRE OF THE Rt 








BEN MADE HIS GETAWAY IN THE 
CONFUSION — = 








( THIS IS THE QUICKEST WAY BACK 
ПЛ ВЕ al 
- ! 

















BEN HA! 
ENSURE THEIR SAFETY. 


Е COMING TO THE RING OF ORBITAL DEFENCES. 
WE'RE BACK TO FULL POWER NOW SO WITH A BIT OF 


THANKS, PROFESSOR, BUT SAVE THE 
CONGRATULATIONS UNTIL WERE OUT 





THE ORBITAL DEFENCES WERE NOT ALL THAT BEN AND MATT HAD TO WORRY ABOUT. 
LI БиХ “e, 
MINRAUD BATTLESHIPS CLOSING: Ужас 
FAST FROM THE REAR. GRAB THE 


WELL DONE, MATT. THAT'LL 
GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT. 





JUST OUTSIDE MINRAUD'S SPACE WAS— 


THAT'S THE LAST, 
OF THEM, MATT. 14 
7 g 


== 
Pa, 


MT RRAGG!.. . I THOUGHT WED 
SEEN THE LAST OF HIM. 
р = 


HE'S BEEN WAITING FOR 
US UP HERE ALL THE TIME. 





2 
HERE WE GO AGAIN, MATT. 





OKAY. . . LET'S SEE IF THIS WORKS. 


MEREDITH MORGAN CALLING ALL SHIPS, 


MEREDITH MORGAN CALLING ALL SHIPS, 
kz COME IN PLEASE. I WISH TO STOP 
FIGHTING AND GIVE MYSELF UP. 


I HAVE AN IDEA 
THAT MAY DELAY THEM А 
LITTLE. PUT THE SHIP ON FULL 
SPEED AND AUTO, THEN 
DO AS I TELL YOU 





— V 


>= HAPPENING EXACTLY- 1 




















WHILE RRAGG AND HIS MEN, AND THE 
OCCUPANTS OF THE MINRAUDAN SHIPS WERE 
RECOVERING FROM THE SHOCK TO THEIR 


HERE THEY COME AGAIN. 
DONT THEY EVER GIVE UP? 











A 


, BEN. I AGREE YOUR IDEA 
JANGEROUS, BUT IT MIGHT JUST 
WORK. 
А 





57 





QUICKLY, BEN PUNCHED A SERIES OF CO-ORDINATES INTO THE AUTO-PILOT COMPUTER. 
= 7 





М: 






THAT OUGHT TO TAKE US PRETTY 2 
4 CLOSE TO RRAGG'S SPACE STATION, 
AND IT LEAVES MY HANDS FREE TO 
ж DO SOME WORK. MATT—COVER 
Å OUR REAR. y 4 
: SA 
— 










2 JA ` - я 
KEEP ON HIS ТАҢ, WE MUST CATCH 
re) 3 
2 2 N 
LU 
( ey 





THE MORE I THINK ABOUT IT, THE 
MORE CERTAIN I АМ THAT THIS 
PLAN WILL WORK, PROFESSOR. BUT 
I CAN'T HELP FEELING THAT I'M 

ær EXPOSING MATT ТО 
UNNECESSARY DANGER. 


(THE RISK 15 GREAT, BEN, BUT HE'S 
HARDLY BEEN ON A PICNIC SINCE 
YOU ESCAPED FROM RRAGG, HAS 

HE? 


= У 


LET'S SEE... STEP THE FREQUENCY UP TO FIFTY. | 
SEVEN K., ALTER THE TEMPORAL OSCILLATOR . . 
THREE—THAT OUGHT ТО DO IT. 


— E 





COOKING UP A LITTLE SURPRISE FOR 
OUR FRIENDS BACK THERE ... AND 
HOPEFULLY WIPING OUT RRAGG 
AND HIS TERRORISTS ONCE AND FOR 


THE SPACE STATION! THIS IS 
IT, MATT . . . THE SHOWDOWN. 





GOING TO ATTACK MY 
HEADQUARTERS, 





CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE SPACE 
STATION TO DROP OUR LITTLE 





GET OUT OF THERE FAST, 

BEN. YOU'VE ONLY GOT 

SECONDS TO CLEAR THE 
AREA OF PRIMARY 


WHAT IS THE IMPLOSION. 


ka FOOL DOING 








BEN PUSHED THE STARHOPPER TO MAXIMUM SPEED, DRAINING EVERY LAST UNIT OF ENERGY 
Е STATION HE EXPLAINED. 


WITH YOUR FATHER GUIDING ME, MATT, I 
ALTERED THE CIRCUITRY OF THE MOLECULAR 
MODULATOR. IT'S A LOT MORE POWERFUL NOW, 
AND WHEN IT BEGINS TO WORK IN A SECOND 
OR TWO ITLL START A CHAIN REACTION, 
CAUSING THE MOLECULES OF THE SPACE 
STATION TO GRÓW DENSER AND DENSER AND 
EVENTUALLY TO COLLAPSE IN UPON THEMSELVES. 





IN EFFECT, YOUR FATHER AND I HAVE 
CREATED Å BLACK HOLE WHICH WILL SUCK 
IN ANYTHING IN ITS IMMEDIATE AREA. 


WHAT'S HAPPENING TO THE SPACE 
STATION? ... . IT—IT'S SHRINKING 
COLLAPSING! 


CAPTAIN RRAGG . . THE SHIP WON'T 
RESPOND TO THE CONTROLS. WE'RE BEING 
DRAGGED TOWARDS THE STATION. 





НЕ HAS DESTROYED MY BASE AND WRECKED 1 
MY ORGANISATION. . . NOW HE HAS ENSURED. 
THAT NONE OF US WILL ESCAPE... 





64 
EVEN BEN AND MATT FELT THE FATAL ATTRACTION OF THE BLACK HOLE, EVEN THOUGH THEY 
WERE LIGHT YEARS AWAY — n A 





SHIP'S SLOWING DOWN... WERE 
BEING PULLED BACKWARDS... 











65 





BACK ON EARTH BEN RETURNED THE SYMBIOTRONIC HELMET TO THE WORLD COUNCIL. 


HERE YOU ARE, GENTLEMEN. ГО LIKE TO SAY THAT 
IT'S BEEN A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE SHARING 
ANOTHER MAN'S BRAIN . . . BUT I'D HARDLY 

CALL IT FUN. 








W as ар 
I SUPPOSE NOT! 50 IT'S TO BE MY BODY AND THE = 
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DON'T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
OTHER ACTION-PACKED | 
қ ADVENTURE 
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` NOW ON SALE 
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